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[Two Sticks made-One: 
OR, THE 


EXCELLENCY 
F 


UNITY 


BEING A 


SERMON 


Preached by the Appointment of 
the Miniſters of the Congregational and Presby- 
terian Perſwaſton, at their Happy U NI ON. 

On the Sixth Day of April, 1691. Which was a Day 


{ct apart. by them, partly to bewail former Diviſions, and 
partly as a Thankſgiving to God for theirpreſent Agreement. 


— —— _— — — a - 


And now at their Unanimous Requeſt made Publick. 


by MATTHEW MEAD, 
Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt at Stepney. = 


Pial. 1 (33+ 1, Buhold bow good, and bow pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell 
| together 173 Unity. 


——  — OE TE "IO 


S; virtutum fins ite ſu maximus qui plurimorum ſpeftat profectum, moat- 
ratio emnium pulcherrima eff, Ambr. 


LONDON: Printed ior Tho. Parkhurſt at the Bible and Three Crowns 
at the lower end of Cheap-ſede, near Mercers-Chappel. 1591. 
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To the Reverend 
THE 


Dilſentin T cry 
L O N D O N, 


Formerly called 


Congregational and Presbyterian , 


But now known by the Name of 


United Brethren 


Reverend, and much honoured in the Lord, 

S this Sermon had not been Preached, ſo 
nor had it been made publick, but in ole. 
dience to your Call ; which 1 the more wit- 
lingly complied with, that I might thereby 
. give Teftimony to my readineſs of promo- 

FRY that good Defign abroad, which you have made ſo 


happy a progreſs in at home. 
Tou 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Tou no ſooner had appornted me to thi Work, but 
God pointed me to the Text; which I found fo fuiabe 
to the Occaſion, that I reſolved to do the utmoſt 
Arm could reach to, in improving, it to the FB} per end; 
of Love and Union, that I might thereby«ſhew my ſelf 
to be not only cienvinov, but dignorraiy ; and indeavour 
with all my might that the Heaven below —_— be 
made like zhe Heaven above, a que.00 and 47 Lien: 
yy; | ; « [ £ + 24 "0 * X 
* V wo 4s G & "4 
To intermeddle in " — of Strife is in common 
Caſes deemed a thankleſs Office, and he oft times feel; 
Naz. Ora:. de moſt Fiſts who ſteps in_to part the Fray. Mie; ap 
Pace, 4 uporiouf 1.160 Tay 6. But oft Golducf of this Un. 
dertaking is ſuth;" as Dil richly - mes 44 for the 
greateſt Tuconvenignce. that fas attend the Attempt ; 


and if it ſhould not frrd Succeſs anion Men, I am fatif. 
fied that it bene not. want ja ' Bleſ ing from God, | 


None « can, with any es of Reaſon , be prejudiced 
at this happy Yndertaking of ' yours, which is not in the 
leaſt. intended yl counten £, Carnal ,or IK ; 
we” 7, Uk -Iutereſbs of *fn 

TMs an at that Ringdom of his which is not 
of this World. 


Many there are who" call &very kind of Compliance 
baſeneſs,- an a betraying of Principles'; But Jo Yong as 
our Conſciences tell us, that what we db is i60bedi- 
ence to the Command of Chriſt, the peate we fd 
within will. more then pay'the\Charge of all Muſt Coy 
fares from pn Men's Se bs 700g h and ſowr Spi- 
rits are ready to think God'to" by" fur, a ne ar "them 
ſelves; As the Lacedzmonians, being a Warlite Pev- 


ple, 


The Epiſtle Yediatoyy. 

,, repreſented their Gody all in Armour. But God 
fv he that dwells in fove, dwellsin Gad, and 
m- 1M. . "_ 1 " ; \ oh —— TY as 


"Who doth not defire to ſee the Church of Chriſt in a 
fawriſhing tate * It was one of Auitin's wiſhes, to. ſee 
Romam in flore. And ſhould it not be every good Man's 
wiſh, to ſee Eccleſiam in flore? Wien the Temple 
purged, and a Separation made between. the Sautuary 
and the profane Place, (Ezek. 41. 20. #gn. the Glory 
of the Lord will fill the Houſe, Ezek. 43.5. 


3 \ 


God hath. eminently apes among you hitherto in 
carrying on this. bleſſed. Work, therefore 2t, Sr E4thy, Con- 
cerns us to hold him faſt by Endeavouring to, keep - the 
Unity-of the Spirit in 4 Bond of Peace.,' /a/+.- this 
Sikegce in Heaven ſhowd be but for - the ſhace gf, halt 
NE. . A ani dcc wand 2A et omen © 

How ſhould the conſideration of the Coming of the 
Lord, which now draws very nigh, put us all upon pro- 
moting this Work, Will it not be a very uncomfortable 
thing to be found'in our © Diviſions in that day 2 There- 
fore we ought not to ſtand at a diſtance, but upon ſuch 
Reaſons as will juſtifie our diſſent, and be approved of by 
the impartial Fudge. 


The Lord pour ont a richer meaſure of the Spirit of 
Love upon all that fear his Name, and ſhew to them that 
Cl — 53ov which none can find, but they who 
are taught of God. The Inquiry after which, in order 


to walking therein, was the chief Deſign of this Diſcourſe. 
Such as it is it is now yqurs, not pr by my Aﬀ in the 
Dedication, but by your own in t 


e Publication. And 
there- 


—m—_—_ _—— _ - — - — —_ _————— — —_ 
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ends SI Ys 2 

"(The Epiſtle Dedicatoty. 
therefore as it humbly begs your Patronage becauſe it 
weeds it,” ſo it earneſtly calls for your Obſervance becauſe 
of the importance "4 the Defien of it, which s t6 
ſtrengthen the Staff of Bands #ow put into, your hand; 
by God; and this nothing can do but a conflant and con 
fScientious prattice of thoſe Principles upon which your 
Cnion ſtands. | | 


And now Brethren, as that Rod out of the Stem of 
Feſſe (upon whom the Spirit of the Lord reſts, 2he Gir- 
dle of whofe Reins is Faithfulneſs) hath fo far fulfiled 
that comfortable Promiſe, as to cauſe the Wolt to dwell 
with the Lamb ; let it alſo appear that he hath bowed 
your $8 pirits to ſuch an intire Refignation to Truth , a 
that a Child may lead you. And then the Connſels here 
given will be as readily imbraced, and as carefully pra- 
tliſed; as they were faithfully tendered by him who great- 
ly rejoyceth to be known by the pleafing Title of ont (tho 
the meaneſt) of the united Brethren, and 


Tour moſt faithful Servant, 


Matth Mead. 


Wi! 
- Two Sticks made One. 


EZEK. XXXVIL. I 9. 


Say unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold 
1 will take the flick of Joſeph, which 3s in 
the hand of Ephraim, and the Tribes of Iſrael 
bis fellows, and will put them with him, even 
with the flick, of Judah,” and make them one 
flick, and they ſhall be one in mine.hand. 


: Hat our Lord Chriſt aid in Luk. 4.21. upon 
his reading that of the Prophet Iſaiah, The 
ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath a- 


| nointed me to preach good tydings to the meek, 
&c. This day, ſays he, ths Scripture « fulfilled in your ears. 
The ſame I may fay of this Scripture now read to you, 
God hath in a great meaſure this day fulfilled it among 
ou. 
/ A Scripture which ſeems exa@ly fitted to this Days Deſign, 
which is partly for humbling in regard of former Diviſions ; 
and partly for rejoycing with reſpe& to the preſent Union. 


* Accordingly you have in the Text two Sticks, The fick in x, ©. ar. 


the hand of Ephraim, and the ftick of Fudah : that is, Ephraim 
againſt Fudab, and F«dah againſt Ephraim. This is matter 
of mourning. But then you have thele two ſticks made one in 
the band of the Lord, and that is cauſe of rejoycing. 

As in. the Body :Nacural, Health is the Salt of all Meraes, 
Þb in Bodies Politick, and Eccleſiaſtical, the Salt of all Mer- 
cies is Peace and Union, without which no good a be 

t ong 


Two Sticks made One. 


long preſerved, or comfortably enjoyed. And therefore our 
Lord hath put them together, Mark 5, ult. Have ſalt mp 
ſelves, and have peace one with another. - 
The deſirableneſs of Peace and Union cannot be better 
ſet our, then by refleing, npon che direfu} Miſchiets of Di 
cord and Diviſion. One lays, Namerus bimarius e#t imfamu 
quia primo au/mus e#t ab wmitate diſcedere. 
It is an accurſ:d number, as firſt departing from Unity, 
I am ſure the departing from that Unity which-wve are cal 
led of God to keep, wiz. The unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of 
peace, is a very curſed thing. ' SREINT 8 (LL 
Jerom calls Diviſions, Amicoruiy diſpendia, \nimitorum\com- 
pendia, divine ire inceudia. So that we may lay of them, 
what Auſtin ſays of Original Sin, Peccatum, eauſa peceati, pen 
peccati. They are not only fin, and the cauſe of ſin; but 
the puniſhment of fin too, fo that they are nothing but a 
heap of ſin, | 
. Diviſions in-a Kingdom, in a City; in a Family are very 
fd, and have fad effes ; Chriſt ſays, they can't ſtand where 
theſe are, (Mat. x2. 25.) but no Diviſions Io.{ad as they tha 
happen among the People of God. For the diviſions bf. Re 
there were ſad thoughts of beart, Judg. 5. 1 5. i \ & 
When Brethren are divided, and the Fire is Kea Wour 
own Bowels, riſing from our ſelves, this is ſad indeed: As 
the Prophet ſays, Ezek. 19. 14+ Fire gone out of a rod of bit 
branche;, which hath devoured ber fruit, ſo that ſhe bath no ſtrong 
rod to be a feepter to rule, thu #s a lamentaticn, and ſhall be for a 
lamentation. | 
And this was the very caſe of the People in the Text, a 
long and {ad diviſion had been among them from the time'of 
Frys not only as they were a State, but as they were a 
hurch too ; Civil diviſion brought in Eccleſiaſtical ; they 
could not agree in one Government, nor in one way of 
Worſhip. . Two Tribes cleave to the Worſhip of the Tem- 
ple, bur the reſt of them muſt have their Calves at Dan and 
Bethel. So that they were not only divided as a State ; but 
which is more ſad, they were divided as a Church of 
God. EEET® 
Now 


” Tivo Sticks made-Pue. 


© Now hear God promiles to heat their Diyifions,.and to 
Pg Lot 


one ; they ſhaft be one in my hand. la the w 
Quopec you have two Prophecies , in which aje.contained 
great Promiſes, excellently ſuited to two greas Evils:this 

People were now under, viz. Diviſion, and Deſolation. 

. Their Deſolation-is ſet out in the former part of the Chap- 
ter, under the Type of a Valley of dry Bones, wer/.4;2. 
"The Thing God promiſes is Redemption, under the Type 
of making dry Bones live. This you have from - the third 
verſe tothe fourteenth. 

- Their Diviſion is ſet ont by ;the Type of two Sticks, the 
Promiſe God makes i tg cure their Diviſions, and unite them 
2gain, and this under the Type of making two! Sticks ane, 
and not only fo, but to bring them into a firmer Union than 


over. ej: fit fl na t9 
- They ſhall-be united to be one People; werſ.22:; They! ſhall be 
more. two Nations, I will make them one upon the Mount din of 


acl. $6[s J 
* They ſhall be united in one God, werſe 23. They ſhall be 3ny 
People, and I will be their God. 

"They ſhail be united under one King, verſ. 24. David "ay 

Mas ſball be King over them , and they ſhall bave one Shep- 


Ts 
'+ They ſhall be-united in one way of Repentance, werſ, 24; 
They ſhall not defile themſelves any more with their Idols, nor with 
their detefable Things, nor with any of their Tranſgreſſions. 
© They ſhall be united in one way of Reformation, ve-/i24. 
They ſhall walk im my Judgments, and obſerve my Statutes, anil do 


They ſhall be united in one Covenant,ver/26. I wil make 
8 Covenant of-Peace with them, it ſhall. be an everlafting Cove 


t. . : 
5 y ſhall be united in one way of 'Worthip, werſ 26, 2% 
Iwill ſet my Sant uaty iti the midſt of them for ever, my Taber, 
nacie_c{{o ſhall be. with theny, | | BILL 
" Now ſuch a Union as this, for a People tobe made onein 
One God, underone King, in one way of Repentance and 
Reformation, in one Covenant, and in one way. -of Wor- 
S 14] J TR 'B-2 . ſkip; 


be i ND 


: 
. 
— —  —_— 


T wo- Sticks made One. 
ſhip ; what a firm, what a ſpiritual, what a compleat 
, gently: what a bleſſed Union muſt this be. —_ W 
: Cortcerning which, ' in the whole of this Prophecy, where. 
in-it is contained, you may obſerve four things. 


x. Here is the Subje& Matter of this Union deſcribed 
and that borh in the Type (as may call ic) and in the Ant; 
type. In the Type ic is ewo Sticks. In the Antitype it is 
the Church of 'God intwo parts. This is in the ſixteenth * 
VET jE. : 

a is a Writing to be inſcribed z which is not on! 
commanded,” but the words of the Writing diftated. Irie 
wp61 one Stick, for Judah, and for the 'Houſe of Iracl his Compa- 
wions © 4.'e. the Tribe of Benjamin, and all the reſt that joyn. 
ed with them in cheic way of worſhip. 

And write-uponthe other Stick, for Joſeph: the Stick of F. 
phrairty,” and all tht Houſe of Mrael, bs Companions. That is, the 
the other Ten Tribes, who were joyned under Feroboamn in 
his way of Worſhip. bk 

3. Here is the Way and Manner of this Union directed, 
Foyn them one'to another into one Stick, ver. 17. 

4. Here-s the meaning of all unridted and explained, in 
the words of the Text, Behold, I will take the Stic ;þ Joteph 
which i in the band of Ephraim, and the Tribes of Iſracl by 
Fellows, and will put them with him, even with the Stick of Ju- 
dah, and make them one Stick, and they ſhall be one in my hand. 


To attempt the explaining the Nature, or Kind, or Mean- 
ing of theſe Sticks, when the thing intended by them is fo 
fully expreſſed, would be bu rrifling-with the Text, which 
I ſhall indeavour to improve to more uſeful purpoles. 

There is only one thing that I ſhall remark upon in the 
words, before I come to what I intend. And that is , the 
Form of the Promiſe in which this Union is wrapped up. 

I will make them one Stick, and they ſhall be one in my hand. 


1. What Oneneſs is this that is here promiſed ? 
2. What is intended by this doubling the Promiſe ? 
3- What is implyed by being one in God's hand ? 


C 


Tio drirmadd Sir, 


oh, ym ts ok that is here ; promiſed and poinced 


: 


my Mebgn)! elororally confilt ? | 
There are fri of Oneneſs 1 Seripture. - hs 
There is af Onnef of divers Perſons in one Nature. ©. 
"There is an Onene{s of differing Natures in One Perſon. 
And there is an  Onineſ of ſundry Natures and Pe:lons i in 


one eg 
nh .the firſt is One God; Deut. 6. &Y 
© ng econ i 15 One 6 Chil, I Cer, > NY, * 
the third, i isohe Church. Cant,” 6 9: "br ea. 
but One. As 4. 32. The multitude of them that be- 
lieved were of One heart, and of One ſoul... 
Tous þ an Eeeleialhs aſtical Onenef, and it Y that which the 
ext. Chief y | | 
give a Freaks of of a ſaxfold Ongngh f the Church! © | 
"I {In ph" of God wh calleth; but chis tnakes the Church | 
not {o much -4wa, as ſub wno, one, as tinder one. - | 
2. In reſpe& of the end, the Salvatiorito which it is called, 
but this makes the Church not ſo miuch'one; as ad wnuns. 
4. In reſpe& of the means , as Word , Faith, and Sacra- 
ments. But thus the Church's rather by ore," than owe, 
4. In ſe» 16 of the Spirit as a ſeparated Governour. 
pect of Chriſt as a conjoyhed Head. © 
'6. > relpe& of the connexion of the members amon 
One] S5 and in theſe two laſt reſþeRs (ſays he) it is mo 


ant that © hi Oneneſs i is fach in the inward principles , and 
De practice of Religidn; 4s concernsthe people of God 
yntly and reciprocally in their Church State,as joynt Mem- 
py of. Chriſt, and one of another. 
Andthis is the Oneneſs here promiſed, I will make them one 
flick,and 1 th ſhall be one in my band. 
© " Bd 2, what isintended in the doubling this promiſe ? Iwil 
make then ong,, and they ſhall be one. 
1. Ie mgy point* at a twofold Union, Paſlive, and Adtive. 
He, makes them ong ; that's a paflive union, God is alone in it. | 
They ſhall be qpe, that is more ave, there is the operation of | 


in it. 
Man 1 Fl 


_ _—— —_— — — — — 


Gen. 41. 32. 


" Tſa.43-13+ 


Fudges 9. 23: 


Fob 34-29. 


As it is in the union betwixt Chriſt and t iſtian ; it 


is firſt paſſive, and then aRtiye.. There js the operation. of the 
ſpirit uniring , and then the a& of Faith in cloſi 3 mean 
oe Cr. Phi 


apprehended of Chriff., before we cart appre 

Unition, as ſome calls it, is in order-of- axage befors whim, 
and fo it is. in this union in the Text be el een Chriſtian 
and Chriſtian , Believer and Believer , Church and Chirch, 
God is firſt in it. Uniting Grages po prepeg pin 8 ads, 
and if God thus make ys one, then we ſhall bs 6ne: For, 

2, The.dovbling the promiſe, imports. the 


W 7 We” 


6 Cerfainty of the 
acopamPanent As Pharaohs dreams were ' $1 le. ſothe 
promile is here repeated, becauſe rbe thing 8 ef atl d by God, 


I wi py one, and they 


and be will ſurely bring u to pals. I make, them 
oC d. None (hl be able © hitter ie. 7 work, 


ſhall be one. 

who ſhall et it. ? Sortimes God divides a people,” ati then 
None C9 ynite them God fr an evil ſiris between ABimelich, 
and the” men of Shechem. © © II ade 


So.when God unites, none can divide 3 if he makes the 
two ſticks one, they ſhall be ong. When be gives peace, who they 
can make trouble f ks 3 Rr 50 

3. It. implys ſuch a union, as ſhall be both igward and out- 
ward, in principle and” practice, in affeAjon and action.'"? 
will make them one 3 that is, in Judgment awake rang And 
they ſhall be one ; 5. ein Worſhip and Practice. For'it is ex- 
plained by that in Fer.32-39. I will give them one heart, and op: 
way , that they may fear me for ever. One heart without ine 
way is untruitiul., And ove way without one heart "Shy C] 
Cal; bit one beart., and ene ay is no leſs chen Angelical', for 
thereby his will is doneon earth as it is in ; *, "ae 
-.0 hat a full and compleat Union between, . his People & 
here pointed at. 1 will make them one ; that is, 1 will give them 
one beart. And they ſhall be one ; thatis, they. Al walk |; 


I 
| | >» | I 9 Boaz, Þ 5 > 
j' 2on.15.6. ag Apdfo wHh.ce miſe vi ,ond on on'h r flat 2/9 
ps 04, ; 


Cr 


But «bird, What is intended by being cteth'Bi&hand ? 1 


will make iheys one fick, and they ſhall be one in wy hand. 
1.:It 1 oy oo Bo ng of” GO by beinging 


ats .to the influenGgin 300 11 DONg, 
this ma $ about. The Ha In Scripture is Mequently'yor 


& 


Lito ttt? tnave Hne, 


e4 STERIL. V7 5 FIC WINE | 

| | ate aa be ſees that their Pele ps fray: N28 'I) 
their hand is » Dan. 6. 27. He hath delivered Daniel 
aw the power, of the ligns, ( NIV WTO) fo. the Chaldee, 

power. 54nd} indeed” the curing the divyions of Jris.pto- 
le, is that callsfor a mighty power. - Odis re/igiontm 
acerbiſſima. Solomon lays, The contentions of brethrew are like the 
bars of a caſtle, Prov, 18. 19. It is fo of - ſuch as are brethren 
by place or race, and it.is fo much more'(the-more is the pity) 
among lach. as are brertwen. by grace. ; corruptro opt ines | 2 
It made. Strigelivs weary of VIDE, and \njſh 0-de 


the band of the lions. So here the hand of God implys 17. 11. xr. 


&part out of Melch. Ada. 


the world, that he might be freed ab immanibus & implacabili 


bus edits Theologorum. Therefore Solomon compares. them to 
the bars of a caſtle, very ſtrong,and hardly bowed or broken. 
Nong-can doit: but God ; and when he by the power of. the” 
ji ic of love and univn breaks:thele bars in finder, then they 
ECOMEC ome Zn the bond of the Lord, itt: foto: gs co tt] 
2. It implies a-union in the Truth;z | every-union Ts not a 
being one in Gods hand. There may be union in ſin, a uni- 


on in:grrour, * All the world wondeted after the beaſt 5 a union Rev+ 13. 2 


to ſupport the Antichriſtian Intereſt; Ir is faid-of the'iten 
g theſe have one mind, aud ſhell ve their power and ftrength 
to the beaſt, Revel. 13. 12, 13, Now this is fo far-fiorn beang 
« union'in the hand of God,that it is the quite/ contrary it is 
union in the hand of Satan. If we are not united in the 
truth, whatever, our union may be, yet we cannot be ſaid 
tobe one in the hand of the Lord. | 
13+. It imply>ibs reality and cordialnefs of thisuhion;a love 
without difſimwlation ; you read of an.144006 which fand with 
the Lamb upon Mount Sion, Revel. 14.1. And here are two 
'things menGoned/concerning them to ourpurpole ; their uni- 
ty, and their ſincerity: oneneſs and uprightneſls. 
:-| Here is their unity jn PoRrine pointed at'in their number, 
144000 , Which'is -a "number rodted in twelve, tothew thac 
they were all built upon. that one foundation: of . the twelve 
ons; of which Chriſt was the cotner ſtone,ahd that their 
ine and worſhip is pare and Apoſtolical. 
. ' $ Then 


8 


Per. 1. 


Ver. 2+ 


Ver. 4- 


Ver. 4. 


2 Cor. 1.12. 


but they ſhall be ce 3 which: 


Pee 


S0OTE. b , X I 
Then here is wy Profeflion 3 they Have all one 
i nent wing 


+Yih: 
in 
name, writtenin'one\place, they bave'bis fathers 
in their cre » "that 13," they tnake the ſame and viſible 
prof of their ſabjeRtion and obedienceto: Aſhen anche 
rity, Gevernment; - Laws, and Ordinances of God, and onr 
Lord/Jeſus Chrift. - 0, OV 9 AIG}. CE? (mY 
\Then here's their unitedneſs in blefling ati&prailing God! 
This is intimated * by their having the ſame Inſtrumeng; 
and the ſameneſs of their Song, They all harp upon their barge, 
and they all ſung as it wire a new Song before the. Throne. 
. Fhan here is mention of their Onenefs in keeping their 
Confcjences pure from, all-Idolatrous Worſhip, and Antichri 
1an'pollutions, © 7þ!{e' are they which are not defiled with wi 
men, for they are Virgins. "KR EOE 1 & w 
To name no more; here is'their Unity in true Worſhip, 
Theſe are they which follow the Lamb whither ever be goes.” + 
- | And that which crowns all,' and/puts a-Glory upon this 
bleſſed: Union is, that it #4Jone i ſimplicity and godly ſencerity, 
without any antichriftian equivecations, or mental reſervati 
ons. *Therefore iris ſaid; 'wer. 5. In their 'mouth was found no 
guile,. for they are without fault before the Throne of God. © 
My Brethren, if our Union be of this kind, without guile 
if-it be founded in ſincerity,'and uprightneks-of heart'ta God, 
then are. we without fault befort the 'Fhrone) + and" one 1% the 
4. Such a'Union-will be an abiding, induring Union. And 
ſo much is implied in the words, wherein there ſeems ro be 
a double promiſe of it intimated. God doth not only. ſay, 1 
will make them one, which imports a Union for the preſent”; 
tres'this Union far the'fucure, 
it-ſhall” abide when once effeted';z . for: therefore he 'adds, 
They ſhall-be one 'in my band, q. 4: The ſame'power that hath 
accompliſhed, and brought it to-paſs/ ſhall alſo preſerve and 
maintain Ir. 2.1900 5 7.47 hs WIRD 124” 
Thar which'is:made one in the hand of the Lord-ſhall be 
always dn0) None" ſhall: pluck them our of my band: Art w. 24: 
They ſhall nd more'defilt themſeboes with yny if Hhoth 1Y.an preſſjons, 
of which their diſcords and diviſions wernofic of the leaſt; 
and therefore he adds-in the ſame veR,'Ss ſhalt rbty be my 
people, and I will be their God. They 


L'Wwso Stiow2 mithe -Dne. 
; They were his People, and he was their God before: but 
ters he renews his Covenant- with them, as brought into a 
ſtate of union. This is implied in this ($0), So ſhall they be 
Am and I will be their God. His Covenant is renewed 
ec glorying in their union; for now-be & 
ahemed to be called their God ; but alſo as co of it, 
* lors is alſo implied the 'extenſivenels of bbs Vion, 
be one in my band; Whoare intended by this They ? 
reaches to all, at home and abroad, in Ciry and 
One Pick is to be wricten upon, not only for Tudab, but for af 
by Companions. And theother fick not only for Epbrains, but 
for- all the Houſe of IFacl bis C Theſe are They of 
_ ſays, I will make them one, and they ſhall be one in 
band. It ſhall ll be an exrenfive Union. Soit is explained, 
w21. I will-gatber them' on every fide. And v.22. One King 
hl be King to them all: And v. 24. They all ſhel] bove one 


; ha God undertakes to unite his People, he'will make it 
2compleat Work. 

k ſhall be a Union in the Truth. 

Ie ſhall be a Union in Principte and Practice. 

It ſhall be a cordial and fincere Union. 
" It ſhall be an extenſive Union. 

And it ſhall be an abiding Union. ' 

And this may ſuffice for the gon the Terms. Many 
ueful Truchs might be deduced the words ; but the on- 
ly yaking I fall pireh upon, and ak —_ to, ſhall be 


That it is God alone as can heal the Divions and unite 
the hearts of his People, and whenever he doth dvit, it is 
a great mercy: 


E ſhall ſpeak co: the Point under two Heads. 


T Ir is God alone who can heal the Diviſions which are 
atong his People, and make them one. 
Wl. When God-is-plealey) to healthe Diviſions of his People, 
ad make the two ſticks one, it is 4 great mercy. 
C i, k 


Ver. 16. 


DoEt. 


'L wo Sthek&mene One: 


1.. t is God alone that-can heal the, Diviſipns that are' 4. 
moore br. Pgople, and make them One. And yhis-willhe « 
VIGENE Z?LL'\ 0) 4” | GA ai AIAN IC 53 

i..;We.0obut-canſider the Source .of their Dixaſions, from 
whence.they ſpring,, The Rootwhich produce rand.moutid 

ad. 3. ” ! 


ehenh, «1 1 cs 25 0! $S (20) Bantu 5% 0% hIternyt cy 

(1.) One is from the Malice of Satan. ,: He is; the envious 
One, that ſaws.thele Fares. He is the great Incendiary, that 
uſes all, Arts to.divide and ſeparate,ths, Peaple gf - God. He 
Joves to (et is,elowey foa.in.the place, of Gods, feet. 1.So the 
Church.is calld, I/a,69.1 5... 0412 oo uo nin 1 

Now .no Power by that of God can bind. him and ai} 
him. out, Rey Bed = Let ' 

- (2.) From difference. of Apprehenſjon. -; Good, men may 
agree in one Aim, and yet not 10. one wey; the End, may . be 
the lame,” tho the Means vary. / Ig is difference, of Light, that 
cauſes difference of Judgment ; and that works to divide-the 
AﬀeRions, ,and then-all is; ona. flame.” Ye read Reweh ts. 2. 
of them that had gotten rhe Victory over the Beaſt ;, and over bu 
Image, and mark, and number of bu Name, and yet they ftand 
upon a'Sea of Glaſs mingled with Fire. 

And this is ſuch a Fire as gone but, God:can quench, 

(3.) They ſprin from corrupy Principles. and, Luſts within. 
What the Apoſtle ſays of worldly. Conteations,; we- may. (ay 
of ſpiritual, Whence come wars and fightings among you ? come 
they not hence, even of yaur Luſts that war in your Member? 
James 4. 1... There arpJjoms Luſts eſpecially that make good 
men a burden to each other. Snch as Pride, and Vain-glory, 
Love of the World, Ambition, and deſire of Precedency , 
envy at anothers Repute, irregular Zeal, and ſach like ; thele 
make us. very touchy, and. to become Pricking briers , and 
grieving Thorns among our ſelves. There hath been too much 
experience of this in theſe Dog-days of the Church, wherein 
ſo many have been barking and biting at one another. 

Man's Nature is ſo prone to Diſcords through the influence 
of theſe remaining Luſts, that they would no more unite 
then crumbs of Sand, did not God bring it about, and make 
them One in his hand. Therefore itis ſaid, I will make them 
One, and they ſhall he One in my hand. _ 
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| Divo Stirs nav One: 


'2. Jcisa Prerogative peculiar to God. The, "Text inti- 
mates ſo-much, they ſhall be-one im my band, No Onenef/ if 
God hach-not a band in it.: - Men may uſe means ;: and con- 
tiys merhods for Union, but it-is not-the- policy: vizskill wot 
the Reconcilers in the World can bring ic about,. without. 


How miny have brought their Buckets to quench the 
Churches Flames. Many Antidotes have been preſcribed , 
many Rules and .pacific Means have been commended by 
wiſe-andigbod-men-for-cthe Cure of our Diviſions. \ Burt S » 
ks, there/wants'a Divine Power withig. -- uo 
\\Men may take 2wo Sticks and tie them together, or glue. 
them to'-each other. © But nothing will make them : one 
Sick, but the hand of God. Hence he is called :he God of 
Pace; Hebr. 13. 20, and he: is laid to creater;Pekce, [ſa 4 5. 7. 
Now you know Creation is making fomething out of no- 
thing. And indeed (o is this. Look throughout this whole 
ranſaQtion, from firſt to laft, and you can't find any : thing 
out of which this Union ſhould be formed. Either Wiſdom, 
or-Power, or Strength, or Policy, or any thing elſe. It is a 
pure Creation, for it is out of nothing. :-And: this you have 
n your Preface expreſſed a due ſenſe of, in giving to him the 
gory of his Power,by aſcribing the Succels.of theſe Artempes 
o the /ignal.Prefence of Gods 121 Voonlanth & not along 


-3. If the: Breaches and Diviſions that at-any time fall out 
among the Lord's People'be.a Judgments fromthe Lord, then 
be' alone 4h make them One.-! For, whia:can remove a Judg- 
ment that comes from God; but-God himlelf 2 the ſame:hand 


that wounds, muſt heal. He bath ſmritten,ond he will bind s wr. Hof. 6. 1: 


' Now the' Diviſions that are among Gads People, tho they 
proceed frotn fin originally,yet there 15 a Judicial Diſpenſation 
in them. [Hear O ye Mountains, the Lord's Controverſie ;\Mich: 6. 
2 Alb cheir Irteſting Dixziſiens-ard:ithe; I ords/ Controverſie.: 
This is one way by which God awenges the, quarrel: of bis Cove- | 
wit, Lev. 26. 25; When his People break with him: then 
he breaks. them one againſt-another.. Fer. 13.1 3,14. 1 will fil 
d the Inhabitants of the: Land, the Kings, the Priefts , and the 

1 C 2 Prs. 


i: . 


Ho). 11.8, 


Fer. 30. 13. 


Hoſ. 2. 14. 


Exh. 37. 2. 


Per. 11. 
Pr. 7. 


Dan. 5 25. 


Tivd Sticks -made One. 


i and all the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem with drunken], 
will daſh them one againſt anotber. - So Zech. 11, 14. Iu 
aſunder my Staff of Bands, that I might break the Brotherhood he 
raween Jadab and_I(rael. | Ye read in 1/ailg. 21. of: Maneſſth «- 
gainff:Ephraim, 41d Ephraim agar Manifleb, and they top 
cher, agamſt Judah. | And this is {aid to-he.from the Hirath of the 
Lord [of Hoſts, verſ. 19. And what Wiſdom or Skill of Ma 
can quench this Wrath of God ? it muſt be God himſelf, 4, 
fire is ſaid to fetch ou fire, ſo nothing;can extinguiſh this fire 
of God's Anger, but the kindling. of: his own. R 
How ſhall I give thee up Ephraim : ? my. hrattre turued within, 
and my repentings are dandled together. Aint! bes ſaid; to! regu 
—_— for bu nr. clo ben he fees'. their powet:s \gane, Deut 
36. When cheie: Wound is incurable torwant of: healing 
fedicines then God will plead their Caulſc,and the Wound 
ſhall be bound up- - Forbe glorieth i in this: Title , T am th 
Lord that- bealegh 2bee; Exod. 15.26. 


.4. This will furcher appear, if yau As the Seafon of 
this bleſſed Cure. Uſually iti is when his People are brought 
very low. The virtue of his-Medicines is bet known when 
the Wound is deſperate, and to the eye of Senle, paſt heal 


ing. 

\God reſerves the freaking of this Comfort till the Chard 
is brought into a Wilderneſs, How is it that the- Bones are 
brought together, bone ro hu bone, but by the Breath of the 
Lord? and when did chis breath enter into.themn, but when they 
were (cattered ay an Lo they were bony a 
No Life, "no expettation,; nb hope of XAJmon ; 
ſay our Bowes are dried, our bope « loſs. Then 6d x þ an 
and the bones came .hone to bu bone. And when doth God 
a—_—_ the to write upon Fudeb and Ephraim, but 

rs ws Ws ang hopdeſs Condition? and 

two Sticks. - —_—_— L000 

ing 2 reaſons a'wit thing'; a fm Emblem of the 
ing, ry they were" m.. : And what isthe wricingupon 
our Stze&s ar this time ? Not a Kdene ral upha fi. Nb, bleb 
ed be God, but the quite contr 2 Heads of Agreemns, us 
red Brethres, A bleſſed Hind-w - and if it be.not - 
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— Two Sticks made One. 

1 upon dry Sticks judge you. So that none could have cau- 
ſed this to be written, if God had nor ſaid to us, as he did 
the Prophet, Son of Mar, write upon them, And therefore 
what the Apoſtle ſeys in another caſe, I may fay in shis, Ye 


manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chrift, written not with 2 Cor. 3. 3 


are 
IR, but with the Spirit of the Living God. 
2. Wh:n God is pleaſed thus to heal the diviſions of his 


, people, and make the 19 ficks one in his hand , it isa great 


mercy. - For 

x, When God doth this , it is to accompliſh the promiſe, 
ind every promiſe travels wich mercy ; there can be nothing 
but mercy in the promiſe ; therefore when ever it brings 
forth, the birth muſt be mercy. 

” Now God hath made great promiſes concerning the peace 
and oneneſs of his people. The envy of Epbraim ſhall depart, he 


ſhall not ewoy Fudah,and Fudab ſhall not wex Epbraim, 12.11.13. 


v. 6. The wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall 
lie down with the Kid. The Cow and the Bear ſhall feed their youn 

ones ſhall lie down together. The meaning is, that all ſourneſs, 
and fierceneſs , . and bitterneſs of ſpirit ceale among the 


- fubjeAts of Chriſt,and a ſpirit of love and ſweetneſs take 


place, and heal all.” 

Ye have many promiſes of this kind, and ſome that have a 
more dire afpedt to the laft times, and therefore look wiſh] 
upon us. Such is that in, Zeph. 3. 9. Thew will I turn to the 
people a pure lang age , that they may call upun the Name of the 


and ſerve bim with one conſent. So Zech. 13. 19. In that Deut. 32. 4. 


day the Lord fhall be one,and bu Name one. But is not his Name 
prie-now ? yea, in itſelf itis, He « the God of truth , that is 
his Name. But while there are different ways of profeflion, 
and each party intitles God to his particular way, this gives 
him many Names; the differing claims that divided intereſts 
make'to God , give him many Names. But i* that day bs 
Name ſhall be one ; differing ways and modes of Worſhip ſhall 
ceaſe,all his people ſhall be united'jn the ſame mind and judge- 
ment, and ſhall own God in the ſametruth,and the ſame wo" 
of worſhip, and ſo bi» Name ſhall be one. | .N 

Bur this day is ſaid to be when Chriſt ſhall be King oy. © v6 
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| Pſal. 122. 9. 


TL wo Dtficks made Due. 
the earth, Chrift ſhall be King cver all the earth, and in that dgy 
the Lord ſhall be one, and bu Name one. 

'This is that Chriſt promiſes in the New Teſtament, Foby 
Io. 16, There ſhall be one fold, and ne ſeepery | 

2. It is a great mercy in that the ruine of. their enemies fol. 
lows upon it. You ſeldom read of any great healing -amc 
the Churches and people of God,but their enemies haveſoon 
felt the effects of it. It is no ſooner ſaid in {/a. 11.13. The en. 
wy of Ephraim ſhall depart, but the next words are, The adver. 
faries f Fudab ſhall be cut off. His work is no ſooner perform. 
ed upon Mownt Sion , but the next work is the pulling down 
che Aſſyrian, If; 10,12. and in I{. 15.10. Noſooner are Gods 
people one in his hand , but his enemies are trod under his 
feet, as fraw #.trodden down for the ou or And 1 Revel. 19, 
14. the Saints are {aid to follow Chrilt cloarbed i fine linney, 
clean and white ; their cloathing ſhows their bolineſs, and their 
following him ſhews their oneneſs; and when they follow him 
thus cloathed, then you read of his ſharp ſword , and his iro 
rod, and-his treading the wine preſs of the wrath of God upon his 
enemies, v.15. all which isexplained in the following words, 
to the end of the Chapter , where you have the Battle of 
Armageddon fought, and the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, and all . 
the reſt of the Churches Enemies deſtroyed. And if _the'de- 
ſtrution of the Churches Enemies be a conſequent of their 
ae, then when God makes the two ſticks one, it is a great 
IVICTCY. 

I might add, F 

3- The notice that God would have to be taken of it, ſpeaks 
out the greatneſs of the mercy. That they me know from the 
riſmg of the Sun to the Weſt, that there is none-beſides me ; 1 am 
- Lord, and there is none elſe ; 1 make peace, and create evil, 
Ta. 45.6. | 6 ag 

4 The bleflings and proſperity that flow from this Union 
ſpeak the greatnels of the-mercy. When peace is wi-hin Jeru- 
ſalem's walls, there will be prifperity, within ber Palaces. _ 

But I paſs theſe, and ſhall inſiſt only on this one thing , 
which will ſufficiently ſet forth che greatneſs of this Mercy 
and Union, and-that is, Ag | 

Wh ſ- The 


- 
*.. 


.L'WwoSticks made Due. 
-.'c. The Evils and: Diviſions among God's People. Their 
Name'is Legion,” they are ſo many. Nothing thrives where 
this Wolf ſers his foot. Where envy and rife &, there us confu- 

andevery evil-work, James 3.16. It is the root of many 
rifruits. We iread Gun: | 38. that Pharez'was the Son of 
Tamar. © Pharez ſignifies Fraction and Diviſion, Tamar figni- 


p 


fies a Palm-Tree- ' ' 4b \amaritudine, lay tome, from bitterneſs. Pagnine. 


Diviſion comes from bitterneſs, and brings forth bitter fruits. 
The grapes of it are grapes of gall, rhe cluſters are bitter. 
1:For inſtance: * 14 
- x» Your Diviſions are very diſhonourable to Jeſus Chriſt; they 
cauſe his Name to be blaſphemed in the World, Rom. 2. 24. 
Nay, it is an implicite denying him to be come in the fleſh. 


Dext. 32. 3r. 


For when he comes, this is to be one effe& of ir, The wolf ſhall 1/2. 11 5. 


dwell with the lamb, 8c. 


-It is one Argument the Jews have againſt Chriſt's being 


come, becauſe this Prophecy is not fulfilled. 

; My Brethren, E the Lord Chriſt come into the World, or 
is he not ? If not, why do ye own it ? If he is, why don't ye 
manifeſt it ? It is your Union that muſt prove Chriſt's 
Miſſion. | 

Chriſt prays for the Oneneſs of his Diſciples for this very 
end, Fobn 17. 21. That they all may be one, that the world may 
believe that thou baſt fent me. And again, wv. 23. Let them be 
perfett in one, that the world may know that thou baſt ſent me : As 
if Chriſt ſhould ſay, the World will never believe, that thou 
haſt ſent me, that my. Dodrine is true, if they.that profes ir 
live not in the power of it, and are not made one by it. Thou 
art Love, and what ſhall convince the World that T came out 
of the Boſome of the Father's love, when my Diſciples hate 
one another ? Oh how diſhonourable to Chriſt muſt this 
be! 

2. Diviſions are a great grief to the Spirit of God, and we 
are commanded not to grieve him, Eph. 4. 30. Grieve not the 
holy ſpirit of Ged.- Have ye not your light and life from the 
Spirit ? Did-not he convince, and convert, and draw you to 
Chriſt.2 Was it not he that lead you into the Secrets of God ? 
that revealed the Myſteriesof the Kingdom, the deep Things 
of God,and Eterna) Life to you? Your Calling had never been. 
effeual, 
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2 Cor. 12. 4 


1 Cor. 1. 4+ 


Fpi.1. 14: 


Eph. 4. 30. 


Eph. 6. 15. 


Mark 9. 50. 


Rom. 12.18. 


T wo Sticks mabe:Nut. 
effequal, if the Spirit had not been iti it, to make it ſo. Are 
not pr y wy out Gifts, and ”=_ qnmmey s, all from 
the Spirit 2. is not every Grace, . and every Depreei 
Grace in you, the Workmanſhip of the Spirit? Rnd Bias 
the Spirit that quickens you in Duties,-and amaintainsin you 
a frame of heart for communion with God ?- Who is.it the 
comtorts your Souls in troubles, and that teaches you ro comp 
fort others ? that helps you againſt Corruptions within, and 
Temprations without ? that conquers your. Difficulties, and 
inables you to rejoyce in Tribulation ? Is it not che Spirit ? 
Is not he the earneſt of your mberitance 4 Hath he not ſealed you 
to the day of redemption ? and will yow gaeve: this Spirit? Oh 
what an evil is this ! | 
3- There is nothing mare contrary to Chriſtianity ;. and 
yet we cover our Diviſions under the cloak of Religion, the 
very Name whereof carries Union with it. Religio & rel/igan- 
do : It is the Bond of God upon the Soul, that binds us allta 
himſelf, and one to another. As Godis the God of Peace,Chriſt 
the Prince of Peace, the Holy Ghoſt the Spirit of Peace, his Chil: 
dren the Children of Peace 3 fo the Golpel you profeſs, and 
preach, is the Goſpel of Peace, full of — of Peace ; yon 
are, if it be poſſible, and as much as in you lies, to lryue peaceably 
with all men, much more to. have peace one with another ; elfe 


1 Cor. 12, 13. YOu Violate your Baptiſmal Covenant, For by ane ſpiric we art 


are all baptized into one body, whether we be Fews or Gentiles bond 
or free, And what an evil is this? It is Death to force a 
Virgin, what is it then to defile a pure and holy Religion ? 

4. Diviſions are the cauſes of much fin. Shake a Glaſs of 
Water that hath dregs in the bottom, and theſhaking fiirs ir, 
and ſpreads it all over. I have often thought of thac Counle) 
of the Apoſtle, . Eph. 4. 26. Let not the ſun go down pou yow 
wrath. It muſt be ſpeedily ſuppreſſed, for it we lie down in 
our heats, we ſhall be ape 'to burn all the Night. It was a 
Cuſtom formerly in. this'Nation, that every Night-at the 8h 
hour, a Bell was rung, and then every Pamily was obliged to 


pur out their Fire ; andthis was called the Curfew Ball. 


We have need of ſuch a Monition every hour to caver the 
Fire of our. Paſſions, keaſt they kindle, and burn up all. Bebold 
how great a matter alittle fire kindles, Fam. 3.5. | 
5. Diviſions 


© A _ a _ <a  =c eW c a” mo © CTC. 


” 
4 | we ” , © Y n 
. 


' andthe Brite bauſt ith" clefis. Not only 
wtChorches are deftr. ahi ho Guldg end] are 
dvided 1d opinion; and-affeion. 'Onecarps at anothers Gifts, 
jtfies anothers Miniſtry, ſtands in the way of anothers Hon- 
zlike- men in a Boat, one juſtles another, till among them 


derefors withour'moſt cogent Reaſon that Chriſt prays for his 
own ; (CJoh: 17-1 1.)-rhat x be one. | 
= thons III the . > The COIIEn us 
uits' of the Spirit are love, peace, gentleneſs and meehneſs, 
Uh 22. q- ries of the Zh wm RT 1 
lation, ſtrife, and envyings; ver. 20. So that a man can't evi- 
dence himfelf co'be in' the Fleſh; and deſtiruce of the: Spirit” of 


God-in aby thing\more than by a contentious divi ric. 
ute” Aya Cor. rh If their be wes. aur 
frifes, and diviſions among you, are ye not carnal ? are 


Salamander: that can live only inthis Fire.) And then Lmay ask, 
is their Fatbey ? ' For the Wiſdom that-is from benearh 
s ſenſual, and deviliſh, the Mother of ftrife and diviſion. 


girwhen the Fleſh-chus reigns in the Childter of rhe Spirit; '? 
7. Diviſion naturally runs into Tumult and-Co 
makes Zion to become a Babel. It fo confounds the 
of Chriftians, that one can't underſtand another. - As when a 
Houſe is on Fire, ſome call for Water, fome for Ladders,ſome 
for pulling down the Houſe :.- Such is che confufioir where this 
fire out inthe Houſe of Gods 4 of ro et 
$: Nothing more obſtructs the flouriſhing of Religion. And 
bow fad is'it, thar the Lntegeſt and concerns of Chriſt ſhould 
—_ hi robe 1 k hers 
.g, \Nothi a greater block to turn or 
out: of che way'el God. ion ine Cowen begers Atheiſm 
the World. '-Men charge all the fautrs/of Profeflors uponthe 
Religion they profelsh*and chereby comratt- fuch prejudices a- 
ft-joas'can never! be roored our. O. what an evil is this ! 


It 


# 


' To. Nothi mes 4 greater. Joy to.our Adverfaries., nor 
gives 'ulbery' wu prearer advantage'vo undermine and: — 
"4 D \W hile 


hey fink the Boar it ſelf. O the evil of Diviſions! It was not . 


ty 


| are ove," as Error is aghinſt Faith :' It 
etly opting Tow law ſniew mic Amos 5. 11, 


; "But: Jam. 3. 15. 
the wi/dom that is from above us pure, and peaceable. O how fad Ver. 17. 


— 


»ſi 


Ho: Ithacus 
Toit, KC 


Ka. 52: r. 


Mol. 7. 4+ 
Ia. vg. 2. 
Na. 9. 2t. 


Pal. 104. 3; 


ora 7m : Ram @rangled wt the Briars, whe -God 
had prepared-for a Sacrifice ; and if we- are! 
Briats,” we may july: fear weare preparedto be ea bucric. 


| Theſearoſome of the naan many Evil which be, Nh 
up, that are inthe diviſions.of Gods Pople wh may lerve 
fer forth-the and atlvenrage of Warn -: And therefore 
when God binds up the breaches of his People, and makes = 
os firs ans, it j8a great oy: 


»Shalbf not make alittle A ;n of this 2Tkntier torvvbem 
Lipeak which makes i © iſe won fer] mes 
_— : —_— "CF T =} of 


'This Text affords two Uſes that ſvuir the end of this days 


hpi a ſet apart, pany for Hunblag 


of _ copayeng 
| Hemilh matter of Hurnbling, chat the people of God, ſhould 
berwo fucks. | 
| "2p matter of Reioycing that God hath made the two 
one. 


uit: Latus ianable anc Gives before: the Lord ſor".qut forme 
Diviſions. Is their not a Caule ? \when God: calls 4o- & 
Fire, it ig'a Token of his Anger. It is in. favour to d Jr when 
he /ecrrbe E gyptians againſt the Eg 5; but when: Ephraim; 
and Manaſſeh ors divi , there is the , of Godin it, - 
that ſhould be matter of Movrning: | madeed tha 
wo 2 firm Union is tolay Man of ik ſhame 
for paſt Divifions: / Exzarint this ferdy God lope che dawn of 
chambers in the waters,  and.-makes the clouds lus chariat; | 
is no bui watt Mere in htd he ms og 


and there irno.Mortar-withdur Water. WW 
come -aut of B,vy/on,; 4nd, aches the ay 1eben $6:510%g;a0d:1 pp 


_— 


Hws Dtwhs? made 4Dny. 
Upion,, it is all, done-inTeary, . Jer. '$0- 4, 5 
4499, «nd in that time, ſaith the Lord, the children of 
rat] ſhall = #hey. aud. the chilgren of Judah together, going 
, $9 awd /eek. the Lord their God,  T, - 

ſhall ack. t _ to £4 with their faces thithermard, / 
M ang wan. 60 the Lord ins perferud cOumant 

6 JOY Farrean. 

\Thoy. uſe in; E Noe eicher to twiſt the bands vich 
hon ipin hams oe chenfora time in ; for when 
Abe ne yLhend and hold. when well 
{\ke&:1.159 Pry your Humiliation is; ET 
will your Union be. ; \ Theiris —— qerpns "10 


For cho Pride pfour-beare, « 
diſhonpur 


PSS STY4 


. © > &S bi. 


| 'Ofe. 24 When we have thus paſſed through the valley of Bara, val. $4. 6. 
and in this ſepſe pde:3e 4 well, roſs n 
and. fic down.there, blefng and me p=-7 God, who hath 
made the two flicks one in his ba thing ſhould affect 
us, the great appearance of God ſhould, Thank he hath par 
forth ſo much of his Power, Wiſdom, Love, and M 
Is.it not.a- (mercy you bave long defired and d prayedfor? And 
God hath this day returned your 's Dove, 
wigh an Olive Branghanube mouth. . Fray our Fathers 
fow in Tears for this Harveſt, and God hath reſerved the reap- 
ing time for us thei: Children? And therefore let us Joy __ Iſa. 9. 3. 
him according tq the joy in Harveſt. 
This da _ th the Lord rolled away our for what Joſh. 5. 9. 
m—_ —_— ed with? Is it not that 
2 


we 


Ezck. 13. $+ 


. wehave been a divided (people; 
tics, fill'd wich 'mkual' anh 


toluene roeryrtry Lif 
firong, and invingible; but if ids, >0s 


.TWd 'Settthis hve One, 


ine-FaOtiohs an 
eh ee baneran 
hating one another? Now God hath brought v us t0 Gilpal, for 


[this day is the reproach goons 4. F: and Rag God have 


of this?" +> 
have this day-.made-up one great Beeact? ew hich Ju 
ment - uſed to enter. Ye have gone up imo the ga phy and deb 


"up the hedge fur the houſe of he Roe You havs t recover- 


bo res ler poder tage Callean 


tis eaſily broken. [Divide'the ron Current into man 
ſtreams, andit becomes ſhallow-aiiw il WWD on 
You know the ſtory of Scilzrus who had Eighty Sons; on his 
Beah-bed'he-cauled a bundles of Arrows 20 and 
el, rey anteno th a rr Fi 
ucceſhv anſwered, ' Was" not to: bs! done.” : He 
rw, Flagg bopare re A ve ptr ew wo 
wil} be 

ide, yr bot, and 
eaſily overcome. - "God  þach-in dis apreement bundled up his 


' Arrows cogether ; hettach-made.the rwp' /Hicky' oe, and chiss 


your! nd: poo, ans 


-i'Phovefors an erp + 


'xjerh lar bimglaryin phe Lords! noting 0 2 


You have done that in this agreement elurpiomiliogree ad- 
vantage and comfort to our brethren abroad ; it is like the 


(beams of the Sun which diffuſe light and heat ro thouſands at 


once; And what canpleate and ; Who-are by calling, 
/by-Duty, by Afﬀection, M '<pivits and Aims,more 
thanto' ks bleſſing to the - whole lntereſt of Chrif 
through the Nation ? | 

In chis Union you have ſhewed a high Conformity to C hriſl, 
Heis all for union..©: There is > union ween him and the Fa- 
they, aunion between him-and:che Spivic, a union berween hin. 


nod: the hurpane Natuve,: a union berweenhim and all Believers. 


And-it is fuch a.union/ as admits of, no difunion or diflotution. 
Nothing cav untie it : not faulrs and failures,. not blots or bie- 
miſhes, 10 fins or {wervings. Ah how many- infirmities, neg» 
we atk how many weakneſſes, wants, and wander- 

ſee in us, ond yer the union remiins, - Now 
when 


v " Gow F- 


"Two: Sticks wade -QUr. 


Gt we are like minded one to another according te Clrih.Jeſwd. 


Fhis highly glorifigs God . 


-4;This union is an hopeful means to. reconcile others to Reli- 
01, and bring them incq the ways of Chriſt. . It is faid of rhe 


rim.civeChriitians, They walked. with w6 accord ;. inoivuadvy , 
and: wwhar froit.had-it 2. ehe-Lord: 444ed 10 the Church daily ſuch 
& fhoxdd be' ſaved. AGts 2. 46, 47. How many haveeſtranged 
themſelves from Religion, and caſt ir off, becaule af the feuds, 
and hears of its rs afraid.co rouch it leſt they burn their 
5-NAY the:fiery concentions that. are .kindled by. reaſou 
ata 08 | d be ; 
Mr- 


+ + 


| on, on the 2d: Cant, 7. I charge you,..0 ye deughrey's 


'- of Jeruſalem, by the Roes \and by the Hinds of the field, that ye 


fir not up, nor awakg. myloue til he- pleaſe 3. 1 . the! words 
thus : /By the Roes and-Hinds are meant young beginuars, per- 
ſons under. fore ratory. work towards Converfion, who 
are as ſhy and fearful as Roes and Hints, who ex. nagd, 
and-ruwat the barking of a Dog; fo. will theſe at. auy- 
inthe Churches of Chaiſt, O how many have fallen.and been 
turned out of the way, by the fatal tumbling blocks, which our 
vi ve laid! nthe way of their Converſion, || Now God 
b this day taken away che ſtumbling blogk, by making the 
<p in bis hand, And ſhould we- not bleſs God for 


. God: hath: intitled you by thus agreement to- the wany. andl | 
peat bleſſings that are promiſed in this Chapter to this work.. 
Do but ſee what promiles C od. makes as a conſequent of is, 


r. It ſhall bean —— _ When God unites his people;. 
who or what can divide them ? Unions made by, the policy and. 
arts off Men for carnal ends and-inceretts,, may be broken z but 
aunion made by God-and his Spirix ſhall not be broken., Therg- 
fore it is promiſed, ver. 22. They ſhall be no more two Nations, 
neither ms they be divided any more 8-44. That'is one Mercy: 


2.. It ſhall beattended wirh a-peculiar ſanifying work, of the- 
bxiric, ver..23-, Acither ſhall they; defile themlelves any mare with: 


theirr 


1hwir Jengfhable t hives; for 7 will cleanſe them. 1 know how thels 

deteſtable things areinterpreted. But-may ye not underitang 

them of. cheir 'crvifions roo, and the fins cauſed thereby: ? 1 am 

| fure theſe are dereſtable things ro God; and when his people 

| Eck. 15. 5, are made-one, 'they-ſhall become ſo ta chem: working-to: ſhant 

3: ard ſelf-lorhing, and when they become ſo;-they thalll be: no 

more defiling. For 7 will cleanſe them, fays God. This is 

another-Mercy promiled. ' i 3A 1 031-42-5325* rofl} 

- 3- It ſhall iflue in'e cloſer walking in all che ways.and ap, 

pointments of: God. - $0-vet. 24. They ſhe#-avalk; im ony. judgi 

ments, and obſerve my ſtatutes, and do them. They ſhall cow 

ſulc Divine Inſtitutions, and frame their Worſhip and Ways 
ceoutognthen And this is another Mercy promiſed.  * 

4 it thalt\have its effect in a cloſer Govenant-union to God ' 

When his people are made-one,' he will renew ts Covenant 

with them, make it more manifeſt that:God and they are one. 

A'thing'is ſaid-to be' then done in Scripture, whentt.is made 

moreatrduifeſt. - Therefore it is faid ver. 23. So ſhall rhey be 

my people, and 1 will be: rheir God, -q. d. I will make it appear to 

allche World-thar theſe are the people of God, and that I am 

the God 6f.this people; - Thar is another Merey promiſed. - _..: 

Lg. Ihallifdve in a greatadvantage, and advances the King- 

donof-Ghriſt. And hath' not- Chriſt gained a/ great point a 

mong-youinthis anjon ? 1 know you can't but fee. it, and fay 

| it. Diviſion ſhuts Chriſt out, union lets him in. This ws 4 

| rev. 4.1, oor opened in Heaven, for ſo the Church is called. The ever- 

P Pa! 24. 5» Inſtsng doors aredifted up for' the King of. glory to come in, You 

have prepared the | way of the Lord to; his throne, and given 

him an dbundance emrance” mts his Kingdom by this thing. 

Then the Lord Chriſt Reigns indeed when his Church and 

Pevple ſerve him wich one conſemt, in ie way, and inon9 Spirit. 

And therefore —_—_ two- FE =_—_ one, who —po Ver. 

24: David my fervant fhull be king over them; 4. 6. {hall neign mn 

ch&:Church-work- dbly, more powerfully,) mors glortully 

thin % $711. 07. 74 Bb} 1 4 ! DSOAT010 23h $9 


(- Bnd-therefore brethren, -lifr up your heads, and look -for 
great things to reſult from this great work of making the-rmp 
Ficks ove. - Lam well perſwaded that God hath a __ deſign 
wm thisthing; - and that it will have a farther exteny rs 
"IK4 


fore- 


-Two- Sticks made. One. 
foreſee. How far it may reach to haſten the removal of all 
made things,all falſe Workip all humane deviſings, who can 


2J. 
Heb. 12. 27», 
4 


cell ? This is plain in Scripture; that Zjows building, and Zaby- Rey, 19. , 20. 


lons ruine ; the Lambs: Marrying, aid the "Whores Barns, 
ds go together. The Church Milicanc and Malignant are like 
4 pair of Ballances, or the Buckets of 2 Well; as one goes up, 
the other goes dawn, 

The S$piric of the Lord, cone be quieted till che white horſes 


Zcch. 6. s, % 


have fetctied_his le out of Bebylon, and-the black- horſes - 
have ſpeeded her. fruction,., When' the voice-ffoim Heaven key, ig. 4, 3. 


once calls Gods people gut of ber, wraih from-Heaven-will 
quickly fall upon her. 

But whatever the effect of this Diſpenſation of God be with« 
out, I am perſwaded it will be great within. And therefore look 
he oe bros pearance of Chriſt bothin- __— 

Cl raauibond bleed fruit of 45. - x 

ws It eat be s:rended with great Church Meniess ok is 
ſaid, ver. 26, 27. I will ſet my Santtuary in the midſt of them, 
my Tabernacle alſo ſhall be with them, hat is this Sanctuary ? 
= Septuagint render it mn! «yd ws, my ho favs. It imp 

Pocicy of Golpel W ._ - That A Bok -: 11 Efplains 

K,.' Shew them'the fofm of the houſe, and hi fi A _ 
the going out, and the comings in thereof, Lora all the. 
thereof, and all the Laws thereof, and write it in; their 
they may keep the whole form thereof,, and all tht ordinances hereof 
and-do them. | Fhis is ſetting his Sanctuary and Tabernade! in 
the midſt of us : And this receives farther light from that» of 
John, Rev. 21.2, 3. When he ſaw new Jeruſalem coming down 
from God, then.-he Weard 4 woice ont of heaven” ſaying; Bebo. d 
the Tabernacle of God is with men, and a will awell \c-— xpopg 
Are.not theſe great Mercies ?  ;' ; 

7+Nay it is fugh a Union as ſhath hive its effe@-in aqrobt ind 


4x; 


cradles, _ Diviſion! is a ſcatcering zidgment: ; mg thets Gen. 49. 7: 


in; Jacob, \and ſcatter them<in Tfrdeb. But: ubion 

aeb with increa{e;; - When were the Clinrches m ae 
buc when they. were .at peace and walked togerber 3n the 

the Lord, .and \in' 1ht comfort- of the (holy 'Ghoſd; ; AQte yge. 
Therefore God here darkrnor: only promiſe. ro make them one, 
y ſ:.44-anke, them ooe,) that: they ſhatt 'theceby! be an; 


> —— 


-— Y 


—_— _ _ 
——— — —— ———_—  — ——-_= _— 

by - . —_— - 
-_ - 


34 


Ia. "_ 3 


-_ + 


| Pf', 118. 23, 


Non minor eſt 
virtus, Kc. 


Eph. 443. 


l Metive 


. kim who hath made them oe, and hath faid r 
eye7;" And:rhar the wonderful work 


- ducedto one,"thar: the 


Y -Two- Sticks 'miade- One, 
veri'26" 1 wilt multiply them. And therefore ſe O barren, thx 
tliat aidlft wot bear y is thou ſhale rb be BED ragly hand, 


:./; ard by'rht left; and" thy ſeed ſhall make the deſolate Cities to be 


habized.” And thisis another Mercy here promiſed. 


:O- the Mercies that are the birth of this one Mercy ! 
AnJ therefore if the rwo ſticks are made one, give the glory to 
bey ſhall be one in 
be marvellons in our 
God may be to you mat- 
ter of taſting joy, give me leave to direCt about i a little. | 

1. Labour to manifeſt this union. If God hath made the 
two Sticks one, 1et it appear that they are one, Make it evi- 
dent by feeking each others welfare, rejoyce in the gifts, and 
graces, and fucceſſes of others, as if they were our own; con- 
tributing your counſels, aſſiſtance, ſympathy, and prayers for 
the common/good. .'' When we live and act as they that have 
but one and Intereſt, this makes the union manifeſt, 
and/ſhews that we 'are in a ſenſe one, as God and Chriſt are 
one. ' 
+... 2; Uſeall meansto preſerve the union. God hath made ths 
two ſtichs oneand he looks you ſhould preſerve the onenefs. You 
come hardly by it,. don t let it go ; it hath coſt many prayers 
ro obtain it, and therefore we ſhould fpare no coſt to preſerve 
jt. What is hardly pot, ſhould ner be eafily loſt : It is as much 
ai Dory'ro endeavour to keep it, as it was to feek it; Indea- 
woeoring t6 keep rhe (unityof the Spirit in the bond of peace, 


Need 1 uſe any Motives to preſs this ? 


his ban#.-\'Fov4r'rhe Lords doing, and 


1. How many unities doth the Apoſtle urge as Arguments 
for rhe pubidoagetis Uniry ? All things in Religion are re- 
; Reperple of God ey for yep 
oney:Ephi.'4 $0 There & 0ne'vody, and one ſpirit, one 
Cain? an Lord,” oe faith; _ baptiſm; one 'God ts 
of af, 


who & above all, and through all; aridin you all, How 


@nes. are here to move the People of God tobe one. 
(1 n:1-Tbere 8 0x8 


dy. As Chriſt tad but one natural Body, 
Shebatl but-one Myifical:: Chriſt bath:maity-Meanbers, be 
17 


T0 


is thhde Otid, 


bye ohie Wody; * WI that believe inIChrift are-that 
| "New how: thenftrous & it -for che Members of the 
Sik fight one agairt «pawl to rend and tare one 
2) He ie ph: X ont che Eye, the-Mouch 
. _ < WIL 
AinwLBi. Autor 1.9 Bibaliren 
of 'the fame-W aftb, have been di- 


of Nature. ou ty have._ .nftance of this in Cain and Abel, 
CI is nw with Members of he fame 
wo Kos oe er ad perform their ſeveral 
for theceiitiai "Now ye are not "only: Friends 

apd Brethren, but Mem of one Body. 

2. There 1s one Spirit] Asgalt the natural Members of / the 
fame Body have but one and the -ſame- Soul, fo all;c6 
mg =tp; M —_ Body of Chriſt, have one amd the 

pirit. -* One'pi wo ng ter and teach/! '6ne Spire to 

and one&Spirit 1o-firect and lead. Why then fhauld 

they not have ove dee, and one way,” When they ars'ea0ght 
tres %Y one Spirit ? ls he” tiot the  Ypiris de 21:6ve and 


pn The e #s one hope of our Calling J 4. +. One Hewes, 
oor, oped for Glory, to which all are-ealled/-- There vis one 
fel 


ce fot alf the Saints and tm ſhould theer:not |be ave 
them t have.ane bis 144 22913 911 23 a 
4 There's one II that is oy fm Lord: Chifiik; awhomn 


we all worſhip and” < And {hall fellow \Servuirs differ 

that A brma en Sen ue N& 7: 2560 

OneSyſtimie of Chtſtian TIcKtvine 

if ther, bovine? one Fi, why hold we"hoti be! NS 

ye dt, . 4 Hen 

pen do pyob TD is id that Macraniend _—_—_ 

Wk hg 'm the'u mg World; and incor- 

wratec Jor 'of Chriſt; pany as "biget + hew bu 
Bet inrt 1 ; egg oa eng by:, one 


(ding! $romhy chat Yody 
— Pr _—_ 21101145? 
a 


—_ 101115 > Vaal 205 ; 59uBk. ban yu 


ed 7. There 


25 


1 Cor. 12. 25. 


1 Cor, 1. 13. 


Eph. 4. 3- 


frequently inculcate it... Theſe this gs 4, command. you, that ye 


He is the great uniting Conincple 4 race ore .che oneneſs of be 
lievers is gr Spirit ; 
You fee how much Heart of Chriſt was fer upon this N * 
| onencs among his Prple Is this no-mative ? h 
/3« This is /a1Eyigeut badge, a maniſeſt. charaCter| of pur F 
Diſcipleſhip. t0-Chriſt,, ; Job. 1 34 35 2y..this ſhall all ma h 
know that ye ras diſciples, Fa ye ar one = Fo F 
e. do. not, -W will ye cxarghyas 
: har of he phnſt be a motive. hy 
ſar 4s us far brethren to live together jn unit n 
ace. god, but they, are not plegſant 3 as. 7 
things are, piee/evrty Laos dr th nat Load 3. n 
ruptions. Some things are neither $ou nor | \ 
vy and Malice ; But chnicy among t D 


Two Sfichs wade ae, 
-}7.-There is NE ON Who. is abovg oll 
and th rough-all; and in:all ] . All the to. be reſtraint 
the Charey Father, of «b, 0+ Ragwatina : above all, by 
his Dominion ,  rpagh, al, by his Trelence” od ſpecial Pro 
vidence ; in all, by his Spirit and Grace, 
| And ſhallnot,we beoneghajhavergne God? - Shalſho begs 
—_ and through w, andin w4y,and ſhould not this be an Argu- 

ment 0 preferve Unjon among. ys ? by's 


Aotive 2. T his is one great end of all Chiifts 

Ir was one 6nd of his, coming zato the, World ; - in 
fulme/ ;of | #jane_ be _mitght garher tegeher.oÞ ou, all thing hy 
Ckrist, Eph. 1. 10. 

It was ane end of. his: Ainiftry. ; and Uherelois he doth { 


love pre anthers, Joln 15. 17: and. Joby x3: 34435: - 
;k - pr gy of his exit 1 pelievers, That 
all, oe. urges iragain and again, yo 
tip dl.my three Verles,. Jobs 17-21, 22, <3- 6 
:It was'one end of his Death, ro gather erecher- in ove the 
children of God ow A ſeattered abroad, John 11. 59. % 
Ephee' 2-14, 155 
Jt was one © ' | bis aſcenſion, and pouring out of his Spi- 
Fit, rgnoyhes Ll r bhp bur to one, another; 


a= /ff ww moo fcc 4 


m——Oyy £=aw3 


ee. i. A... A 


| 


Dae. 


pu A em hat God bs nocomplithing the latter 
* Zeph. 3. 9 The wi 1 tary td thy people 


the Lord be one, and his name one. What day is thar'? 
\" rhe, Lord ſhalt be King over all the Earth. 


| praiſed her, Who & 7 he that looketh forth as the morning, 


ng "This is that wich! ſecures the preſence of God: with ou, 
Live in peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be” with 


Theſe are ſome of the mary Morives I might urge for. the 
preſerving this Uniou, | which is fo great a Duty upon all the 
Qtyrches 3 bur more” eſpecially uporr you, thar- are- their 
gies and leaders; you are” to gobefore them in it'4s the 

£1! of the Flock, | 

refore you ſhould be the ſeat examples of it. The 
Faces of the Cherubims in' the Temple looked one towards! 
abther ; Which ſome think f ignified the agreement rhat ſhould 


W}- x rj durch for which, it TIL 


7 languate, pu 'thty may call upon the name of the | Lorl, 
ve him with one conſent. And Zech. 14. 9." In that day 


ts a grearer beauty and glory upon you in 

ſeeof oh -- -Yhin 4 Cant. % 4 4 iP bt 
Te e, ſhe ſhe is the o#h My of bbs phe, ſhe 3% 'the choice 
me of ber that bare ber, . yr what fo'ldWs ? The danghters 
ſa: , 4nd bleſſtd ber, yea, 'the Queens,” and Concubiies, and 


: hint mon, Clear. ,As the fon, and rerrible as an army wirh/ 


Y. 


Q 


£2 Cor, 13, 11, 


le mon che Mmiſters' of the Golpel:- \o the fix branches Exod. 1. 31, 


d the polden Candfeftick Joyn'd-al tn one 3 which intimates” 
they who hold out the Ihe of Truth to others ſhould be 
ay among themſelves. / 

Your Place, Calfing, Office and Work, wherewith God 

kith betruſted you, do with 'a loull yoice call you to this : 
'thed the" ſaving'your own Souls lies upon your hands. 

Glory of Chriſto e promoting his Naitie and litereſt, 
te building ' up his (Church, the'4n = = ow his' Kingdom and 
lon, are the great part commitred to | 
Are not your Names among. the Avgelr Tho are to pour 
=o out 


Z2+ 


” a 


28 


James 4. 1. 


1 
our the Wie l pon _ 1 
I 9d Keg 


are Ne 


"= - "_ i 
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